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1. Approach – Six Nations Investment Review & Commentary Period

The Six Nations community outreach for the proposed Oneida Energy Storage Project (OES Project)
was conducted as an Investment Review and Commentary Period. The approach was not
characterized as a form of consultation and accommodation, but rather as an early-stage effort to
gather feedback and hear concerns relating to the potential development of OES Project. This
approach was utilized, because unlike other development activities affecting Six Nations, the OES
Project is being co-developed by Six Nations via the Six Nations of the Grand River Development
Corporation (SNGRDC) in partnership with NRStor Inc. The Investment Review was funded by the
Oneida Energy Storage LP, led by Fluid Consulting and hosted in collaboration with the OES Project
Team.

The OES Project Investment Review utilized a qualitative methodology – designed to capture the
independent thoughts, opinions, and drivers of opinion within the community. It is important to note
that a quantitative approach is not feasible for these types of projects as the intention is not to poll or
conduct a vote to gage community member support – this approach had well known limitations given
there is a segment in the community who choose not to participate in a voting process. The method
chosen is a way to gather feedback to provide guidance to Oneida Energy Storage LP, the SNGRDC
Board of Directors, and the SNGRDC Advisory Committee to inform future decision making. The final
Investment Review report will be used as part of the SNGRDC Group’s due diligence and will also
form the basis of a recommendation for Six Nations of the Grand River Elected Council to ratify any
decision to advance the OES Project.

Project information was released on January 12, 2021 two weeks in advance of the commentary
period which occurred between January 25- February 25. All project materials were made available
and regular updates were shared on the Six Nations Future online platform (www.snfuture.com). The
platform will house the final report and will continue to function as a repository for OES Project
materials.
Community members were invited to submit their comments as follows:
•
•
•

online via the SN Future Platform
by email to info@snfuture.ca
live during one of the 10 online webinar information sessions.

Note: due to Covid-19 Pandemic in person sessions were not hosted.

Due to a low number of comments received, the Commentary Period was extended until March 19,
2021. This extension was announced by media release, which was forward to the local newspapers,
posted on the SN Future Platform, social media, and on the SNGRDC website.

2. Investment Review Project Team

Tabitha Curley- Fluid Consulting, Communication Consultant
Annette Verschuren, NRStor Inc., CEO/Chair
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Jason Rioux, Oneida Energy Storage LP, President

Matt Jamieson, Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation - President/CEO

3. Executive Summary

Oneida Energy Storage LP contracted Fluid Consulting on Dec 21, 2020 to conduct the Investment
Review and Commentary Period for the Six Nations of the Grand River Community from January 25February 25, 2021. The purpose of the Investment Review was to provide transparency and
accountability to the Six Nations Community on the OES project including demonstrating need for the
project, a technical summary, identification of project location, and a summary of project value
streams. Due to a low response rate, the commentary period was extended until March 19, 2021.

The findings of the Investment Review will be relied on by the SNGRDC Board of Directors and the
SNGRDC Advisory Committee (SNGRDC Group) as part of their due diligence process and will be used
to provide a recommendation to the SNGRDC Shareholder. Additional reports will be utilized by the
SNGRDC Group as part of their due diligence process; these include:
-

Archeology and Environmental Assessments Findings
Health & Safety Recommendations
SNGREC Motions
Communication efforts with HCCC, HDI, and MCFN
Results of on-going outreach efforts with community-based organizations, i.e. GREAT, Polytech
Battery Storage Industry Research Etc.

It is the intent of Oneida Energy Storage LP to publish all supporting materials relied on to make an
informed decision.

Summary of Comments Received at Webinars

Each webinar has been individually summarized and an audio file capturing the Q&A periods is
included in Appendix 3.

Webinars were attended by both community members and non-community members. Several
participants were non-members and/or industry competitors who were seeking technical
information or contracting opportunities. Other non-community member participants were from
environmental groups who were in support of the project and wanted to learn more about the
project’s potential.

The general attitude of community members can be fairly characterized as curiosity. The majority of
community member participants appeared to be in favour of the project with one community
member indicating that they did not think the webinar was a proper form of consultation however
they did not indicate they were opposed to the project. There were supporting comments about using
new technology to improve the efficiency of the power grid and the opportunity to reduce costs.
A total of 74 participants attended the 10 webinars.
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Based on our assessment, community members were generally supportive and discussion focused
on the following factors:
•

•
•
•

Environmental protections

Employment and training opportunities

Educational/ learning opportunities for students
Technical operation of the project

*See Appendix C for individual summaries and link to audio file.

Summary of Written Comments:

All written comments received are included in the appendices. Names of individual comments have
been redacted. Comments submitted on organizational letterhead are included in their entirety.

A total of 6 comments were submitted via SN Future Website (4 from community members, 2 from
non-community members)
•

•
•

Three commenters sought information about the project. These commenters also
registered for a live webinar.

One commenter expressed they were a concerned community member however did not
indicate what concerned them about the project.

Two additional members indicated that they were excited about the project and
supported its progress with one citing its environmental benefits.

A total of 11 emails were received by info@snfuture.ca
•

All 11 emails were to register for the one of the webinars. No direct emails were received
containing comments on the project.

An additional 2 emails were received by OES Project representatives and responded to directly to
commenters (See Appendix D).
•

•

One email was received raising questions re: safety of the batteries in the event of a
natural disaster. These concerns were addressed directly to the commenter and discussed
in the webinars.

Another email was received on letterhead instructing OES to cease and desist all activities
relating to the Energy Storage Project until SNGRDC has consulted with the
Haudenosaunee Iroquois Confederacy Indians of Turtle Island. OES responded to the
commenter and confirmed correspondence had been sent to Haudenosaunee Iroquois
Confederacy Council.

*See Appendix D for scans of all written comments.

Communication Highlights

The OES Investment Review and Commentary Period was promoted through radio, newspaper email,
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direct mail, and a collateral campaign between Jan 12 and March 19.
•
•
•
•
•

Approx. 2300 Direct mailers were sent the week of Jan 14 and again on Feb 11
60 posters hung in community locations on Jan 14

5 Large Six Nations organizations forwarded an email with project details to their staff

299 Views of the Webinar Event on Eventbrite

6876 Impressions and 698 Engagements on SNGRDC’s social media through 26 different posts

A detailed description of the communication strategy is available in Appendix B.

4. Conclusion

At the onset of the Investment Review and Commentary Period it was made clear the purpose of the
outreach was to give the community a voice, letting them know that their comments will help inform
any final decision made by the SNGRDC Group.

Despite an extensive communication strategy, the Investment Review and Community Commentary
period experienced limited uptake from the community. This may be attributable to the impact of
Covid-19 which necessitated online delivery (versus in-person sessions). It could also be an indication
that the community is not overly opposed to the project, as it is well known that concerned members
tend to voice their concerns either in writing or during public sessions.

Overall, participants seemed satisfied with the information being presented and responses to their
questions. This may be due to the fact the OES project is closely aligned with well known community
values and provides significant environmental benefits.

During the Investment Review, key themes emerged – these have been captured as recommendations
for the OES Project team to consider. These are:
•
•
•
•

Educational and employment opportunities
Environmental Conservation and Health & Safety Planning
Financial Consideration (risk, annual revenue, partner selection etc.)
Collaboration with community organizations

It is recommended that the SNGRDC Group instruct the OES Project Team to continue to keep the Six
Nations Community informed on these key areas.

5. Next Steps

The following recommendations have been developed by Fluid Consulting in consultation with the
Investment Review Project Team:

1. Create a website for the Oneida Energy Storage Project to:
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•

•
•
•

Publish detailed project information/report findings (i.e. Environmental Assessments,
Archeological reports, Health & Safety Compliance), and provide resource links for
educators about battery storage
Publish information specifically on emergency preparedness, safety of batteries, and
end of life/recycling strategy
Post employment, training, and internship opportunities
Announce key project updates (i.e. Battery Vendor, Construction Vendor, Status of
MOUs, project partners, financial considerations etc.)

2. Pursue relationships with community organizations to include:
 MOU with Six Nations Polytech STEAM Academy & Achievement Centre, Grand River
Employment and Training (G.R.E.A.T)
 Create a list of employment skills/requirement needed for both construction and
operational positions (April 2021)
 OES LP will devise an internship program to train and employ local workforce
 In peace, friendship, and respect continue to engage the Haudenosaunee Confederacy
Chiefs Council, Mississauga of the Credit First Nation, and Six Nations Elected Council

3. Continue to use of SN Future platform as a central repository of OES project materials to include:
 The Investment Review final report once ratified
 Announcements of key project details (i.e. Vendor selection)
 Project scheduling
 Sharing of MOUs, agreements, and other material documentation
 Appropriate weblinks to enable independent research

6. Index of Appendixes

Appendix A- Project Background

Appendix B- Communication Strategy & Materials

Appendix C- Summary of Individual Webinar Sessions

Appendix D- Written Comments Received via SN Future Platform or via Email
Appendix E- Correspondence with SNGREC, HCCC, & MCFN
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Project Background
The Oneida Energy Storage Project (OES Project) is being co-development by the Six Nations of the Grand
River Development Corporation (SNGRDC) and NRStor Inc.
The proposed 250 MW/1000 MWh battery storage project is seeking a 10-year power purchase
agreement from the Ontario Independent Electricity Grid Operator (IESO) to provide important grid
balancing services while maximizing efficiencies in the existing energy grid. The OES Project would consist
of the installation of lithium-ion battery modules on a 10-acre plot of land in along the Hydro One
Transmission Corridor in Haldimand County (next to the Jarvis Transformer Station). The project would be
capable of storing surplus electricity from the Ontario power grid during off-peak periods, then
redistributing that power during on-peak periods, when consumers need it the most.
Detailed project information has been published to the Six Nations Future platform (www.snfuture.com).
Direct Community Benefits
•
•
•

•

•

•

FINANCIAL: Based on current modelling, the OES Project is expected to yield a minimum of $1M per
year over the life of the project (20+ years) for the Six Nations Community
EMPLOYMENT: A6N will undertake all subcontracting opportunities, where possible during both the
construction and operation phases
TRAINING/ CAPACITY BUILDING: OES LP will have up to 15 full time employment opportunities
during operation phase, and will establish internship opportunities for Six Nations Community
members to become part of the operational team
ENVIRONMENTAL: Through the reduction of significant greenhouse gas emissions, enhancements
to renewable energy production, and the project’s potential to advert the need to construct future
energy assets (resulting in further land disruptions) the project is aligned with Community’s
environmental values and stewardship roles
NEW DEVELOPMENT PATH: The OES project represents the first infrastructure project SNGRDC will
co-develop as a principle partner, allowing Six Nations to influence project outcomes to create
greater impact for the community
INNOVATION: Introducing battery storage technology to unlock grid inefficiency will lead to future
opportunities for Six Nations to participate in developing additional energy storage projects

Broad Project Benefits (over the 20-year life of the asset)
•
•
•
•
•

$400 - 760M net savings to ratepayers*
4.1 Million tonnes reduction in CO2*
Over 900,000 person-hours of local employment (during construction and operation phase)
Significant Indigenous ownership in a low carbon infrastructure asset.; amongst the first of its size
in Canada to be developed with an Indigenous principle partner
Project location in close proximity to renewable energy assets held by Six Nations and connected
to Nanticoke transmission corridor results in the best use of existing generator and transmission
assets in the region

* As determine through third-party assessment of the project
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Special Project Considerations*
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Project site located outside of the Haldimand Tract and Plank Rd land claim areas
Within driving distance to the Six Nations (approx. 20 KMs) to allow for construction and
operational positions to be filled by community members
Development of an internship program to train community members to operate the project
Subcontracting opportunities for Six Nations owned businesses
Direct engagement with Six Nations employment and training agencies to target employment
opportunities
Early engagement with the Six Nations Community (i.e. Investment Review took place prior to
securing a contract with grid operator or seeking additional equity partners)
Partnership model with considerable SNGRDC stake demonstrates a path forward for equitable
and authentic Indigenous partnerships for Canada to meet broader climate and reconciliation
goals

* These considerations were made possible as a direct result of SNGRDC being a co-developer of the
project. Many of these considerations stem from previous community feedback received by SN Future,
SNGRDC and Consultant engagement activities with the Six Nations Community.

Project Status
At the time of this report April 30, 2021, the project has:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Secured support from SNGRDC Board of Directors to pursue a battery storage solution
(Confidentiality Agreement- Nov 2017)
Secured support from the SNGRDC Board of Directors to create Oneida Energy Storage LP
(Motion- June 2019)
Secured support resolution from the SNGREC to explore the Oneida Energy Storage project
(Motion – June 2020)
SNGREC re-affirm project support and authorize the community outreach plan to commence in
2021 (Motion – December 2020)
MOU with the Canadian Infrastructure Bank (CIB) to support the project and complete project
analysis and financial due diligence. (Jan 2021)
Engaged in on-going correspondence with Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council,
Mississauga of the Credit First Nation, and SNGREC (Jan-ongoing 2021)
Commenced archeological, environmental, and technical assessments and permitting (Janongoing 2021)
Gained provincial interest from the Ontario Ministry of Energy (Letter from Ministry of Energy to
IESO, April 2021)
Commenced discussions with the Ontario electricity grid operator about the 10-year power
purchase agreement (ongoing)
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Communication Strategy
The intent of the community engagement strategy was to inform the Six Nations Community about the
potential investment in the OES Project by Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation
(SNGRDC) and encourage Community members to provide their feedback for consideration by the
SNGRDC Board of Directors and the SNGRDC Advisory Committee (SNGRDC Group).
This appendix outlines the channels and methods attempted to engage the Six Nations Community and
includes copies and/or links to all collateral materials produced.
Six Nations Future Website
The Six Nations Future website (www.snfuture.ca) is an online community engagement tool which
contains project information, provides a mechanism to accept written comments and serves as a
repository for post-engagement updates. Information posted to the Six Nations Future website will
remain as a matter of historical record. The website has been designed to educate the Six Nations
community about the financial, economic, and environmental impact associated with development
projects, and provides a community-wide mechanism to gather feedback that will help guide current and
future projects.
https://www.snfuture.com/projects/oneida-energy-storage/
SN Future Online Comments
Community members can visit the SN Future website to submit online comments. A direct link to this
form was added to the OES QR Code which was advertised throughout the OES collateral. Community
members were also able to email comments and questions to info@snfuture.ca.
6 Comments were submitted via SN Future Website.
2 Direct emails were received by project representatives with comments/questions.
11 Direct emails were received by info@snfuture.ca requesting the zoom link for the webinars.
*See Appendix D for scans of written comments received.

LinkTree Landing Page (includes a QR code)
Linktree platform was utilized to create a custom QR Code and link page that directed community
members to project information. This QR code and link appeared on all printed and digital collateral.
https://linktr.ee/OneidaEnergyStorage
Unique Visitors: 262
Click Through Rate: 80%
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Social Media
The Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation’s Facebook page was used to distribute
information, share updates, and reminders of upcoming information sessions. A Facebook Event was
created for each of the 10 engagement sessions with additional posts driving members to the SN Future
Website and LinkTree. A project summary video was also pinned to the top of the page, aired at each
webinar and posted to the SNGRDC Facebook page.
A total of 6876 Impressions and 698 Engagements on SNGRDC’s social media through 26 different posts.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKAPOezlPJg&feature=youtu.be
Project information was also shared on community Facebook pages not monitored by SNGRDC. However,
without backend access to these pages, impressions, engagements, and comments from these sources
have not been captured in this report.
A social media scan of those community pages indicated the following common themes:
-

There is limited knowledge and at times misinformation about the governance structure of
SNGRDC as well as its community benefit structure (Six Nations Economic Development Trust)

-

There is an on-going political divide amongst community member with some members indicating
a mistrust of elected council and SNGRDC (given the shareholder relationship); a desire to
continue to engage with the traditional Council on development opportunities was also
expressed. The divide in community, needs to be addressed by leadership as a means to guide
future projects

The consultant, attempted to address misconceptions about SNGRDC by sharing informational links on
these non-monitored sites; The consultant also clarified the project is to be located outside of the
Haldimand Tract and encouraged commenters to submit their comment directly on the OES engagement
platform to ensure they are recorded in the final report.
Direct Email Campaigns
Targeted email campaigns were sent to large Six Nations organizations staff including SNGRDC, SNGREC,
GREAT, Polytech, and to the Two Rivers Business Directory. These emails included a link to the summary
video, project information and SN Future engagement platform.
5 Large Six Nations organizations forwarded the email to their staff.
6 emails sent to the 50 SN Future email subscription list with an average open rate of 25%.
5 emails sent to the 319 SNGRDC email subscription with an average open rate of 28%.
Information Packages & On-Reserve Posters
An 8-page information package was created to outline detailed project information. The package was
posted to the SN Future website, LinkTree landing page and was printed for hard-copy distribution to Six
Nations Organizations. Posters directing community members to project information were hung in
community locations with tear-away postcards containing website links and QR code to project
information.
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80 Informational packages and posters dropped off at SNGREC community mailboxes.
60 posters hung in community locations on Jan 14.
A copy of the Information Package and Poster is available at the end of this appendix.
On-Reserve Mailers
Mailers were delivered to every household on the reserve (approx. 2300) via Canada Post or a third-party
delivery service. The double-sided postcard, included a QR that sent users to the SN Future Website,
listed all webinar dates and included the project timeline.
NOTE: Mailers were not delivered to households with no solicitation signs.
Approx. 2300 Mailers were sent the week of Jan 14 and again on Feb 11.
A copy of the Mailer is available at the end of this appendix.
Radio
Radio interviews were conducted and aired on both local radio stations CKRZ (100.3) and Jukasa (93.5).
Daily 30 second advertisements were created and aired January 25 - February 25 to send people to the
SN Future Website for more information.
30 Radio ads played at CKRZ (100.3) with interviews airing on Jan 24 | 2 PM and Jan 25 | 6 PM
30 Radio ads played at Jukasa (93.5) with interviews airing on Jan 21 | 7 PM and Jan 25 | 7 PM
Recording of radio interviews are available https://www.snfuture.com/projects/oneida-energy-storage/
Media Releases
Media releases sent on January 12 and March 3 to both local newspapers, published on SN Future and
shared to the SNGRDC website and social media account. Media interviews took place with both media
outlets, however despite one of the interviews (Turtle Island News) being conducted at the beginning of
the Investment Review period, the coverage was not picked up until late in the community engagement.
Additional media interviews took place with external media outlets.
Two Row Times Feb 10- https://tworowtimes.com/news/local/six-nations-to-host-largest-batterystorage-installation-in-canada/
Turtle Island News Feb 25- https://theturtleislandnews.com/index.php/2021/02/24/consultation-on-100million-energy-storage-facility-plan-starts/
Copies of media releases and links to external media coverage is available at
https://www.snfuture.com/projects/oneida-energy-storage/
Newspaper Advertisements
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Each week a ¼ page advertisement appeared in one of the local newspapers (Turtle Island News and Two
Row Times). These ads ran from January 20 to February 25.
6- ¼ page Ads
A copy of the Newspaper Advertisement is available at the end of this appendix.
Newspaper Classified
For 5 weeks a classified ad appeared in the Two Row Times to advertise the weekly webinar series.
A copy of the Classified Advertisement is available at the end of this appendix.
Webinar Sessions
Online webinars were held every Wednesday during the initial Investment Review Period. The intent of
the webinars was to provide a two-way commentary period with the community and OES Project
representatives. Each webinar included a 15-minute introductory presentation followed by a
question/comment period. Webinars were recorded. The Q&A portion of all webinars were compiled and
transcribed. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, webinars were used to host community commentary sessions
via Zoom. Participants could either register for the session via Eventbrite (where they would receive email
reminders) or could gain direct access by clicking on the public zoom link posted on social media.
10 Online Webinars
• Weds. Jan 27 | 11 AM & 1:00 PM
• Weds. Feb 3 | 5 PM & 6:30 PM
• Weds. Feb 10 | 11 AM & 12:30 PM
• Weds. Feb 17 | 1 PM & 2:30 PM
• Weds. Feb 24 | 7 PM & 8:30 PM
299 Views of the Webinar Event on Eventbrite.
102 Registered for the Webinar via Eventbrite.
11 Emails received by info@snfuture.ca to request webinar link.
74 Total Attendees (excluding OES project team).
3.5 hours of recorded question and answer period.
The recordings of the Q&A portion are available https://youtu.be/lxol2ESrtcQ
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Oneida Energy Storage Project (OES Project)
The Oneida Energy Storage Project
(OES Project) has the potential to draw
and inject energy into the power grid to
help stabilize Ontario’s electricity sector
by providing important grid balancing
services. The OES Project can provide
clean and reliable power capacity by
drawing and storing renewable energy
during off-peak periods and releasing
it to the Ontario grid when energy
demand is at its peak.
The OES Project consists of a 250 Megawatt / 1000 Megawatt-hour
energy storage facility to be strategically located on 10 acres of
land (the Site). The Site is adjacent to the existing Jarvis Transformer
Station and Hydro One Corridor. The Project would be constructed
and developed at no cost to Ontario ratepayers. In fact, the Project is
designed to lower electricity costs for customers, while creating local
employment, driving energy savings, and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.

Project Highlights
Largest battery storage project in North America
and amongst the largest in the world

Project Capacity: 250 MW / 1000 MWh
Ownership Structure: SNGRDC 50% and NRStor 50%
via a special purpose limited partnership called Oneida
Energy Storage LP
•
•
•

$400M to $760M net savings to Ontario ratepayers*
•

4.1 Million tonne reduction in CO2*
Over 900,000 hours of local employment*
Significant Indigenous ownership in low carbon
infrastructure assets
*over the 20-year life of the asset, based on an independent study commissioned
by OES

The OES Project is aligned with federal and provincial government
priorities and will enable over $400M+ Additional Benefits to Ontario
and Canada.
Additional Benefits

Project Location: Jarvis, Haldimand Country, Ontario
•
•
•

Estimated NPV

Rational

CO2 Emission
Reduction

$84M

205,000 tonnes per year CO2
reduction x $30 per tonne

Economic Spin-off
Benefits

$300M

$150M Canadian content x 2x
multiplier

Job Creation

$23M

Total

$407M

500+ person-years of
employment over life of
project

21.1 km from Grand River at nearest point, 16.9 km
from Six Nations community boundary.
Outside Haldimand Tract.
Outside Plank Rd Claim.

Community Benefit Structure
•

Additional Benefits

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed by
SNGRDC and NRStor on November 13, 2018.
Oneida Energy Storage LP was formed on
November 7, 2019.
SNGRDC and NRStor will hold a 50:50 limited 		
partnership interest in the project until new equity
partners invest, which will reduce SNGRDC and
NRStor’s equity ownership and investment risk.
●The OES Project would be the first development
where SNGRDC is a lead developer.

•
•

•

Based on current modelling, the OES Project
would yield a minimum of $1M per year over the
life of the project (20+ years) for the Six Nations
Community.
A6N to undertake all subcontracting
opportunities, wherever possible during
construction phase.
The OES LP will have up to 15 full time
employment opportunities during operation
phase, and will establish internship opportunities
for Six Nations community members to train up
and become part of the team.
A6N to undertake certain ongoing site
maintenance work wherever possible during the
operations phase.
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ONEIDA ENERGY STORAGE PROJECT TIMELINE
Like many large scale developments, the OES Project has undergone extensive research and consideration to get to this stage. SNGRDC
has been exploring this project and a relationship with NRStor since Nov 2017 and is now ready to present this shovel-ready opportunity
to the Six Nations Community.
The project will require a 24 month permitting and construction schedule, if NRStor and SNGRDC are able to secure a commercial
agreement to provide energy services to the Ontario Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO).

2021 – Contracting & Construction
2017
November 17 - Conﬁdentiality Agreement
signed.

Research &
Development

Agreement with grid
operator still required

2018

SNGRDC Board of Directors (BOD)
resolution for SNGRDC staﬀ to explore the
potential investment.

January - NRStor approached SNGRDC with a
potential investment opportunity to explore
together that aligned with SNGRDC’s guiding
principles of Respect for the Natural World,
Interconnection and Future Members.

2019
January - Six Nations and NRStor started
engaging with the IESO and the Government
of Ontario to assess various pathways of
inducing investment in the OES Project.

Strategic Position
Investment

March - SNGREC Council Resolution
expressed support to form Oneida Energy
Storage LP on ISC#03-06/19/2020.

April - If project moves forward, formalize
loan agreement
April - Secure equity and debt financing
partners

April - Applications for building permits share construction and safety plans with
Haldimand County
May – Archeological studies complete

November 7 - SNGRDC and NRStor Inc.
formed OES LP

July - Construction tentatively scheduled
for 24 months (July 2021- Spring 2023)

2020

July 17 - Energy Storage Canada presents
report, Unlocking Potential: An Economic
Valuation of Energy Storage in Ontario to
MENDM and public.

September - the IESO announced an intake
framework to review projects that might
provide timely value to the electricity system
and importantly savings for Ontario electricity
customers.
December - Canada Infrastructure Bank (CIB)
and Oneida Energy Storage LP entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to
complete project analysis and due diligence.

2

March - Finalize lease arrangement

April - Finalise battery supply and
construction agreements
SNGRDC BOD & Advisory (AC) passed a
resolution to create Oneida Energy Storage LP.

Assessments &
Permitting

January - Environmental Studies begin
(January – June 2021)

March - Detailed design and engineering work
was underway, including site selection.

July – Submitted Interconnection Applications,
including Connection Impact Assessment
(CIA)/System Impact Assessment (SIA) work
with Hydro One and the IESO.

October - Archeological
Assessments Stage I & II began.

2023 and Beyond – Operation
Dependent on the confirmed
involved of the IESO
Spring 2023 - Operations and revenue
contract term begins-Tentative
Spring 2033 - Revenue contract either
extended for 10 more years or OES
operates under fully merchant operations
Spring 2043 - Augmentation,
refurbishment and recycling plans
applied throughout the project’s life
can extend the project’s useful life in
perpetuity.

Six Nations Investment Review
Oneida Energy Storage LP

LEAN MODEL CANVAS & COST STRUCTURE

Problem

Solution

Oneida Energy
Storage LP
A 250 MW / 1000 MWh
facility that can withdraw,
store and inject clean
energy into the Ontario
Energy grid on-demand
creating: grid stability,
rate payer savings, while
enhancing existing
renewable energy
infrastructure.

Unique Value
Proposition
Ontario produces
more electricity than
is consumed. Oneida
Energy Storage will
absorb surplus
electricity in oﬀ-peak
periods in order to
return it to consumers
when it is needed at a
lower cost than other
resources.

Key Metrics
Existing
Alternatives

Enhance Energy
System Needs
The IESO highlights a
1,400MW of capacity
need by 2023 &
3,700MW by 2025
Environmental Savings
4.1 M tonne reduction of
CO2 emissions (removing
40,000 cars/year)
Indigenous Partnership
50 % Equity
Development Partner

High Level Concept

Unfair Advantage
Unlike many existing
generation assets and
transmission lines, the
power from the Oneida
Energy Storage would
be completely
controllable according
to what the electricity
system and its
customers need at any
given time.
Oneida Energy Storage
can serve as a “pilot” for
the IESO to quickly
realize savings for
Ontario ratepayers while
informing how best to
unlock more of these
savings and values in
their future market
renewal eﬀorts.

Location /
Delivery Channel

Missing Puzzle Piece
needed to un-lock
energy potential in
Ontario.

Project Timeline
Shovel Ready Project
capable of reaching
commercial operation
within 24 months after
construction begins.
Jan 12 - Initial Release
of Information via
www.snfuture.ca
Jan 25-Feb 25 Two-Way Community
Commentary Period
(via zoom)
Early March - Final
Report posted via
www.snfuture.ca and
submitted to SNGREC
Mid-March - Final
Review by SNGREC
Summer, 2021 Anticipated Start of
Construction pending
required approvals

Early Adopters

Similar to an
“All-In-One Solution”
can withdraw, store
and inject energy on
demand.

Remain Status Quo
and continue annual
energy lost of approx.
$700 million

Cost Structure
No cost to Ontario ratepayers to construct, and net incremental
electricity system savings will be achieved from operations.
Equity investors – SNGRDC, NRStor, and others TBD
Depending on partners, SNGRDC may need to invest as much
as 20% of our own equity

10-Year Power
purchase agreement
with the IESO
(TBD)

Construction Partner
Battery Technology
Partner

Revenue Structure
Ratepayer savings $400M to $760M over expected 20-year
life of the project as assessed by third-party experts.
Over $400M in additional beneﬁts- economic development,
job creation, and greenhouse gas reduction.
Six Nations will yield a minimum of $1M per year over 20+
years based on current project plans and projections.
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PARTNER INVOLVEMENT
Oneida Energy Storage Project Partners
NRStor and Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation (SNGRDC) are 50:50 owners of the Oneida Energy Storage (OES
Project) and will together take on development, construction and operations risk, earning a risk-adjusted commercial rate of return on
their ownership.

NRStor’s Involvement

SNGRDC’s Involvement

As principal partner and industry expert, NRStor will lead the
development, construction and operations with equal input from
SNGRDC.

As a development partner, SNGRDC will be able to provide input
on the development, construction and operation of the OES
Project.

About NRStor

About Six Nations of the Grand River
Development Corporation (SNGRDC)

NRStor is an industry-leading energy storage project developer,
providing innovative energy storage technologies and solutions.
NRStor is focused on developing, owning and operating industryleading energy storage projects in partnership with Indigenous
communities, progressive stakeholders and leading technology
providers.

The Six Nations is a leading Indigenous development corporation
delivering economic impact within Ontario, having participated
in the construction of over $2.4 Billion of infrastructure assets;
including 892 MW of energy assets. Six Nations is the most
populated First Nation in Canada with over 28,000 Band Members.

IESO’s Involvement (TBD)

CIB’s Involvement

The IESO acts on behalf of all Ontario electricity customers to
maintain grid reliability and resilience, while finding cost savings
to achieve more affordable outcomes. It is proposed that the
IESO will be the contractual counter-party for OES, and will pay
the project for electricity products and services the facility will
provide.

CIB will collaborate with a team of industry-leading advisors
to analyze financing options, complete project analysis and
financial due diligence. The CIB will also provide the project with
financing to assist with building and operating the project over its
life, pending decision-making by its Board in Spring 2021.

About Independent Electricity System Operator
(IESO)
The Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) works at the
heart of Ontario’s power system. The IESO delivers key services
across the electricity sector including: managing the power
system in real time, planning for the province’s future energy
needs, enabling conservation and designing a more efficient
electricity marketplace to support sector evolution.
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About Canada Infrastructure Bank (CIB)
The purpose of the CIB is to invest, and seek to attract investment
from private sector and institutional investors, in infrastructure
projects in Canada. Its team of infrastructure experts conduct
market analysis and provide specialized commercial and
investment expertise, including innovative financial modelling,
project structuring and procurement options to support project
sponsors.

Six Nations Investment Review
Oneida Energy Storage LP

INDUSTRY OVERVIEW

Source: Power Perspectives, 2018

The amount of electricity fed into the electricity grid must always be balanced to the amount of electricity consumed, otherwise there’s
a black out. In Ontario, grid stability is regulated and controlled by the Independent Electricity Systems Operator (IESO).
The IESO must ensure frequency remains stable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

How does energy work in Ontario?
The IESO secures electricity products and services on behalf of all grid-connected residential and business customers. It also manages
the Ontario market to secure resources in a diverse supply mix, including nuclear, gas-fired, and renewable generation, imports from
other markets, as well as demand response and energy efficiency.
The IESO secures the following three services.
1.

Energy, which is the availability of electricity over time, as measured in megawatt-hours (MWh). Each of us consumes or uses
energy. When you turn on a light, plug in a computer or cool a home, you consume energy.

2.

Capacity is the maximum output an electricity generator can physically produce, or the capacity of resources to reduce demand,
as measured in megawatts (MW). Capacity is required to match demand at certain times of the day and different times of the year.

3.

Ancillary services help to support the real-time management of the electricity system. In particular, regulation service, which
is sometimes referred to as frequency regulation, acts to match total system generation to total system load and helps correct
variations in power system frequency. This service corrects for short-term changes in electricity use that might affect the stability
of the power system.

While most electricity generators can only provide some of these services, battery storage has the ability to provide all three of these
valuable products.
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Why must we maintain energy grid stability?
The supply and consumption of electricity is a careful balancing act. Traditionally electricity cannot be easily stored, and the system buys
not only electricity but also services to ensure that power is available on-demand as it is required. This means that generation has to be
available when you turn on a light, or power up a factory, and that the supply is turned down when the electricity is not needed. However,
the capability of various resources does not always align well with demand. For example, nuclear reactors like to be on all the time, while
wind and solar resources can only generate when the wind blows or the sun shines, even when the power is not needed. If grid stability
is not achieved, it could result in brown-outs or even black-outs.
The Oneida Energy Storage (OES Project) would provide the IESO an important on-demand option to aid Ontario’s grid stability.

How does Ontario currently manage grid stability?
There are multiple ways the IESO balances grid stability,
however the current available options result in approx. $700
million in annual energy loss.
Load shedding consists of temporarily depriving some
electricity consumers of supply to avoid widespread power
cuts. This solution is only used as a last resort.

In 2017, Ontario wasted:
•
•

Agreements are made with certain professional customers
who agree to regulate their consumption and/or their
production (curtailment) for a certain time period.

•

Dispel Surplus Energy to neighbouring grid operators (export
to USA, Quebec) at a loss. These operators can also be called
upon to import electricity in lieu of on-demand supply in
Ontario.

•

959.2GWh of nuclear energy
» Assume cost is $60/MWh
» $58 M per year lost energy
3,329.54 GWH of solar and wind energy
» Assume average cost is $135/MWh
» $450 M per year in lost energy
Estimated over ~4 TWH of hydro spillage (actuals not
disclosed by OPG)
» Assume rate regulated rate of $47/MWh
» $188 M per year in lost energy
Inefficient gas plant operations (actuals not disclosed by
IESO)

Over $700M in lost energy in 2017

Nuclear Energy Lost
959.2 GWh, 1%

Variable Generation Lost
3,329.54 GWh, 26%

Nuclear Energy Generated
90,618 GWh, 99%

Variable Generation
9,719.02 GWh, 74%

Source: http://ieso.ca/corporate-ieso/media/year-end-data#yearenddata
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What is Curtailment?
Curtailment is when we tell our dams to let the water spill over top, our nuclear generators to release their steam, and our wind turbines
and solar panels not to produce energy, even when it’s windy/sunny. It is an industry term that means the power was not needed in
Ontario, and could not be exported, so it was dumped.

Gas

Hydro

• Avoid turning on gas plants
for 1 to 2 hour needs (typical
minimum run times are 5-6
hours)
• Reduce gas costs and GHG
emissions

Wind

• Reduce hydro spillage
• Operate hydro generators
at their optimal efficiency
point more frequently

Nuclear

• Reduce wind curtailment
during surplus periods
• Provide fast responding
ramp to address wind
forecast errors

Solar

• Reduce nuclear
‘maneuvering’ at Bruce that
dumps heat into the lake
and increases operational
complexity and risk of costly
outages

Interties

• Reduce solar curtailment
during surplus periods
• Smooth solar variability
caused by passing cloud
cover

• Reduce the amount
of energy exported by
capturing energy we
produce for Ontario’s needs
first

How could we use Energy Storage to aid in grid stability?
Energy storage can help maintain the balance between supply and demand on
an electricity system while enhancing efficiency of systems components.
Energy storage provides an opportunity to add flexibility in how electricity is produced and
used in Ontario. The ability to store energy provides an alternative to address peak load
demands and enhance the use of renewable electricity services. Batteries can store renewable
electricity during low-demand times (when it would otherwise have been curtailed) and
deploy it back into the grid during peak-demand times.
The OES Project has the potential to draw and inject energy into the power providing important
grid balancing services. The Project would provide clean, reliable power capacity by drawing
and storing renewable energy during off peak periods then releasing it to the Ontario grid
when energy demand is at its peak.
Energy storage can offer a broad range of services and support to the Ontario electricity
system. For example, it can harness wind and solar output and deploy when the system better
values the electricity created from those facilities. In this sense we can get more “bang” for
the “buck” of what we’re already spending as electricity customers. Energy storage can also
better utilize transmission and distribution assets, reduce GHGs, increase electricity exports
and imports to achieve savings, and improve overall power quality.

OES will absorb surplus electricity in
off-peak periods in order to return it to
consumers when it is needed at a lower
cost than other resources.
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How will the Oneida Energy Storage Park change the energy grid efficiency?
The benefits associated with the Oneida Energy Storage will be multi-faceted, providing services to the IESO in one facility which
presently are provided by multiple sources. Similar to an all-in-one printer, savings and efficiencies are generated by not having to
purchase a printer, scanner, and copier separately. This means real savings for Ontario ratepayers as one site will collectively provide:
•
•

Clean Peaking Capacity
Non-Hydro Renewable Curtailment /
Hydraulic Spill Reduction
Gas Plant Efficiency Savings

•

•
•
•
•

Demand Response (“DR”)
Fast Responding Operating Reserve (“OR”)
Energy Arbitrage
Nuclear Maneuver Reduction

Ontario’s Auditor General has confirmed using forecast data from the IESO that the province is expected to continue to experience on
average 2.8 TWh of Surplus Baseload Generation (SBG) per year from 2022-2032, demonstrating the need for a resource such as the
OES Project within the bulk system.

What other energy storage solutions exist?
Batteries are one of the most widely used energy
storage technologies and are the most versatile
form of energy storage.

Pumped Hydro functions by pumping water from
a lower reservoir to an elevated reservoir to store
energy in the gravitational potential of the water.

Flywheels function by electrically driving a motor
to spin a rotating disc mass (i.e. the flywheel) at high
speeds, creating kinetic energy.

Capacitor Banks use the magnetic field between
plates as a storage medium and, similar to flywheels,
can charge and discharge very quickly.

Compressed Air Energy Storage (CAES) is a form
of energy storage that uses a compressor to
pressurize atmospheric air and drive it into a vessel
for storage (such as caverns, reservoirs and mines).

Power-to-Gas uses the electrolysis of water to convert
electrical energy into hydrogen. The hydrogen
produced from a Power-to-Gas process can also be
blended into natural gas grids or combined with CO2
to create renewable natural gas by methanation.

Why pursue a battery storage option?
Storage technology is highly varied, and different technologies are suitable for specific purposes.
The OES Project has been designed to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Optimize the use of existing supply and transmission assets.
Reduce the Global Adjustment (GA) by reducing the amount of curtailed clean energy that is wasted in
Ontario.
Strengthen Ontario’s energy export position.
Secure electricity products such as energy, capacity, and ancillary services when required by the provincial grid.

This will help save costs in multiple ways – including reducing the curtailment of generating assets and avoiding the unnecessary
cycling of gas resources and incremental fuel costs. The projected net savings of between $400 million and $760 million over the next
20 years is net of the cost that the OES’ investors will pay to build the project.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
In order to provide the Six Nations community an opportunity to review the proposed Oneida Energy
Storage investment, project information is posted to www.snfuture.ca. Community members are
invited to submit questions and comments on the SN Future platform or via email at info@snfuture.ca.
Visit: www.snfuture.ca
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The OES Project is a proposed 250 MW / 1000
MWh battery storage facility that can withdraw,
store, and inject energy into the grid on-demand,
creating grid stability, ratepayer savings, and
enhanced renewable energy efficiencies.
SNGRDC and project partner NRSTOR
is inviting the Six Nations Community to
participate in an Investment Review of
the proposed Oneida Energy Storage
Project (The OES Project).
To learn more, attend a webinar
or submit a question/comment,
scan the QR Code below!

Six Nations Commentary Period:
Jan 25 - Feb 25, 2021
Webinars will provide a full
overview of the Oneida Energy
Storage Project.
Attend a live webinar to raise
questions for real time responses.
Webinar Dates
Wednesday, January 27 ∙ 11 AM & 1:00 PM
Wednesday, February 3 ∙ 5 PM & 6:30 PM
Wednesday, February 10 ∙ 11 AM & 12:30 PM
Wednesday, February 17 ∙ 1 PM & 2:30 PM
Wednesday, February 24 ∙ 7 PM & 8:30 PM

info@snfuture.ca
www.snfuture.ca

Scan the QR Code and Select Register for a Webinar
or email info@snfuture.ca.

The OES Project is a proposed 250 MW / 1000
MWh battery storage facility that can withdraw,
store, and inject energy into the grid on-demand,
creating grid stability, ratepayer savings, and
enhanced renewable energy efficiencies.
SNGRDC and project partner NRSTOR
is inviting the Six Nations Community to
participate in an Investment Review of
the proposed Oneida Energy Storage
Project (The OES Project).
To learn more, attend a webinar
or submit a question/comment,
scan the QR Code below!

Six Nations Commentary Period:
Jan 25 - Feb 25, 2021
Webinars will provide a full
overview of the Oneida Energy
Storage Project.
Attend a live webinar to raise
questions for real time responses.
Webinar Dates
Wednesday, January 27 ∙ 11 AM & 1:00 PM
Wednesday, February 3 ∙ 5 PM & 6:30 PM
Wednesday, February 10 ∙ 11 AM & 12:30 PM
Wednesday, February 17 ∙ 1 PM & 2:30 PM
Wednesday, February 24 ∙ 7 PM & 8:30 PM

info@snfuture.ca
www.snfuture.ca

Scan the QR Code and Select Register for a Webinar
or email info@snfuture.ca.

In order to provide the Six Nations community an opportunity
to review the proposed Oneida Energy Storage LP investment,
project information is posted to www.snfuture.ca. Community
members are invited to submit question and comments on the
SN Future platform or via email info@snfuture.ca

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation
2498 Chiefswood Road. P.O. Box 569
Ohsweken, ON N0A 1M0

An Innovative Solution to Ontario’s Energy Problem Co-Developed by Six Nations
of the Grand River Development Corporation

Six Nations, ON- January 12, 2021 – A virtual investment review of the Oneida Energy Storage Project
(“OES Project”) is scheduled for Six Nations Community members from January 25 to February 25, 2021.
The proposed battery storage facility is being co-developed by Six Nations of the Grand River
Development Corporation (“SNGRDC”), in partnership with NRStor Inc., and will consist of a 250
Megawatt / 1,000 Megawatt-hour energy storage facility strategically located adjacent to the existing
Jarvis Transformer Station and Hydro One Corridor. The OES Project would be constructed and
developed at no cost to electricity ratepayers, creating local employment, driving energy savings, while
sparking attractive investment returns for Six Nations.
If the OES Project moves forward it would become one of the largest battery storage facilities in
North America and amongst the largest in the world. The OES Project will provide valuable grid
balancing services to the Ontario electricity network by providing clean and reliable power capacity. This
would be done by drawing and storing renewable and other surplus energy during off-peak periods and
releasing it to the Ontario grid when energy demand is at its peak. “Not only does the OES Project align
with SNGRDC’s guiding principles of Respect for the Natural World, Future Members and
Interconnectedness, it will also provide subcontracting opportunities to our community owned utility

company A6N and will create several local jobs throughout the life of the project” said Matt Jamieson,
CEO/President, SNGRDC.
The intent of the investment review and community commentary period is to remain
accountable and transparent to the Six Nations of the Grand River Community by publically providing
project and investment details. Six Nations Community members are invited to participate in a
commentary period, attend a weekly webinar or submit their questions by visiting www.snfuture.ca.
-30About Oneida Energy Storage Project (OES Project)
Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation (SNGRDC) and principle partner NRStor and are
50:50 owners of the Oneida Energy Storage LP and will together take on development, construction and
operations risk of the OES Project.
For More Information: www.snfuture.ca/oneidaenergystorage
About NStor Inc.
NRStor is an industry-leading energy storage project developer, providing innovative energy storage
technologies and solutions. NRStor is focused on developing, owning and operating industry-leading
energy storage projects in partnership with Indigenous communities, progressive stakeholders and
leading technology providers.
For More Information: www.nrstor.com
About Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation (SNGRDC)
The Six Nations is a leading Indigenous development corporation delivering economic impact within
Ontario, having participated in the construction of over $2.4 Billion of infrastructure assets; including
892 MW of energy assets. Six Nations is the most populated First Nation in Canada with over 28,000
Band Members.
For More Information: www.sndevcorp.ca

Media Inquiries
Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation
publicrelations@sndevcorp.ca

The OES Project is a proposed 250 MW / 1000
MWh battery storage facility that can withdraw,
store, and inject energy into the grid on-demand,
creating grid stability, ratepayer savings, and
enhanced renewable energy efficiencies.
SNGRDC and project partner NRSTOR
is inviting the Six Nations Community to
participate in an Investment Review of
the proposed Oneida Energy Storage
Project (The OES Project).
To learn more, attend a webinar
or submit a question/comment,
scan the QR Code below!

Six Nations Commentary Period:
Jan 25 - Feb 25, 2021
Webinars will provide a full
overview of the Oneida Energy
Storage Project.
Attend a live webinar to raise
questions for real time responses.
Webinar Dates
Wednesday, January 27 ∙ 11 AM & 1:00 PM
Wednesday, February 3 ∙ 5 PM & 6:30 PM
Wednesday, February 10 ∙ 11 AM & 12:30 PM
Wednesday, February 17 ∙ 1 PM & 2:30 PM
Wednesday, February 24 ∙ 7 PM & 8:30 PM

info@snfuture.ca
www.snfuture.ca

Scan the QR Code and Select Register for a Webinar
or email info@snfuture.ca.
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Land Back Lane agrees to moving and dismantling some barricades
By Victoria Gray
Writer
Land Defenders at 1492
Land Back Lane have
moved their barricades
back and allowed the Ministry of Transportation Ontario to inspect the Highway #6 bypass, but the
MTO has no idea when it
will be usable.
“We will not reopen the
highway until it is safe to
do so,” an MTO spokesperson said.
Skyler Williams, spokesperson for the Land Defenders said they moved

the bus and other debris
back about 50 feet on January 19, overnight to the
Caledonia Baptist Church
to allow people use of the
church and emergency services workers faster transport times to Hamilton
hospitals.
He said no work had been
done by January 22 on the
road since the barricades
were moved.
“We are no longer on the
bypass,” he said. “And
there has been no movement of any kind to repair
anything as of this mo-

ment.”
The Ontario Provincial
Police media spokesperson Const. Rodney LeClair,
said OPP visited the site
Wednesday morning with
MTO.
“As previously arranged
with the demonstrators,
the OPP and Ministry of
Transportation
Ontario
attended the bypass area
to assess the roadway and
begin planning for the required repairs needed to
ensure the safe opening
of the roadway. Also in
attendance was the third

The school bus and cars that became part of a road blockage on Argyle Street have
been pulled back from the original barricade to allow access to the nearby church.
(Photos by Jim C. Powless)
party equipment owner to
retrieve the construction
equipment that had been

The Highway 6 Bypass is going to require significant repairs before it can re-open after trenches were dug into
the highway near the Grand River Bridge overpass. The MTO can be seen in the background. Turtle Island News
drove along the bypass to photograph damage. (Photos by Jim C. Powless)

in the barricaded area since
October 22 and was to be
returned by the demonstrators as agreed,” he said
in an email.
Williams said discussions
with the OPP had only
been about the bypass.
“We never had any discussion about the equipment,” Williams said “We
have been focused on getting the road open.”
LeClair said if the machinery is not returned it
may cause delays in getting the Highway 6 bypass
repairs done and opening
the road. On January 22,
he said some of the machinery has been returned,
while some has not, but
machinery was used to
create significant damage
to Argyle Street overnight
on January 20.
Williams believes the
damage the OPP is referring to was incurred while
the barricades were being
moved to allow them onto
the bypass.
“I mean the bypass has
been under construction
as well,” he said. “So I’m
sure that has something
to do with the timeline as
well.”
LeClair said Argyle Street
is repairs started on January 25 to allow people
access the church, but the
road is still closed.
“Access is limited to the
church only,” he said.
MTO said they still haven’t finished tallying the
damages or an estimate of
what it might cost to reopen the bypass.
“We are still investigating the scope of the work
required to repair the
highway before it can be
reopened to traffic,” the
spokesperson said.
Land defenders dug at
least three trenches in the

road to close it going in
both directions and bent
guard rails in those places
in response to escalated
violence between themselves and the OPP.
Two court injunctions
are still in effect and prohibit anyone from the site
or creating blockades in
Haldimand County.
“The OPP will continue to
monitor the area, and utilize appropriate resources
where required, in order to
maintain public safety and
to maintain the safe and
orderly flow of traffic in
Caledonia and surrounding
area,” he said.
LeClair said the OPP are
still having peaceful discussions with “demonstrators in a collective effort
toward a peaceful resolution.”
“The OPP has no role to
play in resolving the land
dispute issue, however, we
remain fully committed to
public safety for everyone
involved,” he said.
The MTO was in the midst
of completing several routine maintenance projects on the bypass when
Land Defenders closed the
roads, including stabilization projects on two bridges. The damage to those
projects has not been fully
assessed yet.
LeClair said he doesn’t
think the roads will open
for quite some time.
“Significant repairs will be
required on the Sixth Line
overpass in addition to
Highway 6 bypass, and the
demonstrators continue to
prevent access to the overpass. As a result, there
will be a further delay of
the safe re-opening of the
roadways,” he said.
Argyle Street and McKenzie Road will remain
closed.
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COVID-19 forces NWHL to suspend season
By Josh Giles
Writer
It’s been tough sledding
for the National Women’s
Hockey League (NWHL)
who were forced to suspend
the bubble season they
were playing in Lake Placid,
New York. Just as they were
set to play the semi-finals,
and championship games
last week on February 4-5,
they found out it would
have to wait.
They made the announcement on February 3, just
as they were about to get
underway. “The NWHL and
the Olympic Regional Development Authority (ORDA)
have agreed, due to positive
COVID-19 tests and the resulting safety concerns for
the players, their respective
staff and the community,
the remainder of the 2021
NWHL Season in Lake Placid have been suspended.”
With the suspension of the
season, it left a lot of ques-

Babstock was initially part
of the newly formed Toronto 6ix, but was traded to
the Metropolitan Riveters.
During the three games that
the Riveters played, Babstock earned herself a first
star of the game when she
racked up two assists. Unfortunately for Babstock,
that’s all that she amounted
to in the handful of games
before Metropolitan withdrew from the season due to
a positive COVID-19 test.
In a post on her Twitter
Brooke Stacey was primed
to make a championship
run with her team, the
Buffalo Beauts, but it will
have to wait. (Submitted
Photo)
tions, and unfilled potential for a pair of Indigenous
players in Kelly Babstock
and Brooke Stacey. Both
players came to Lake Placid
hoping to make some noise.

World Lacrosse
announces dates for
U21 Championship
By Josh Giles
Writer
The U21 World Lacrosse
Championships were supposed to take place this
coming summer, but with
COVID-19 still putting
things off, World Lacrosse
announced the dates when
it will finally take place.
The jam-packed summer of
2022 will see three different
world lacrosse tournaments
being played with the U21
teams playing from August
10-20. “The new dates were
approved by the World Lacrosse Board of Directors
following a review of possible dates and consultation
within the member-National Governing Bodies expected to send teams,” World
Lacrosse announced.
They also made the decision to up the age from the
original U20 tournament.
“Ordinarily, the upper age of
eligibility for the age-group
World Championship would

be U20, but on a one-time
basis in 2022, in order to
make (sure) certain athletes
are not deprived of the opportunity to compete, it
is being raised to U21.” It
will certainly be special for
those involved to make sure
that they didn’t miss their
chance to compete.
This trip is also very important for the Haudenosaunee team who will be
travelling to Limerick, Ireland to not only compete,
but thank Ireland Lacrosse
for their selfless act of withdrawing from the World
Games so the Iroquois Nationals had an easier chance
of playing in them. It’s certain that both teams are
looking forward to meeting
in person and acknowledging how both the Haudenosaunee and Ireland Lacrosse
have helped grow the game
of lacrosse and better it for
everyone.

she wrote a message of how
she felt about the whole
situation. “I just want to
say how disappointed I am
for the way the season has
come to an end. It was a
lot of fun to be able to play
hockey especially with the
amazing gals on my team,
the Riveters. All I ever wanted was to play and share the
passion of the game we love
with the amazing athletes in
the NWHL.” She also was
excited to see how the rest
of the season played out

for the remaining teams. “I
wish the rest of the NWHL
players in the bubble good
luck. With every obstacle
that we have all faced this
year, these amazing athletes
deserve to be there.”
As for Stacey, her production has also taken a bit
of a dip from her previous
dominating rookie season.
Through six games, she has
produced a single point,
but her team, the Buffalo
Beauts were in the hunt for
a championship. There was

still opportunity for Stacey
to break out and potentially
be the hero for the Beauts,
but we may have to wait for
that.
Like most things, the suspension of the NWHL season leaves a lot to question
including if there will be an
end to the season, along
with if Metropolitan will
be welcomed back once it
resumes. All those things
will become more clear with
time.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation
2498 Chiefswood Road. P.O.Box 569
Ohsweken, ON N0A 1M0
Contact: Alysha Filer, Communications Coordinator
Phone: 519-732-9582 Email: publicrelations@sndevcorp.ca

Oneida Energy Storage Investment Review
and Community Commentary Period Extended

SIX NATIONS OF THE GRAND RIVER, ON – March 02 2021 - Due to a relatively low response rate the

commentary period for the Oneida Energy Storage Project (OES Project) has been extended until
March 19, 2021. Comments can be submitted online via the SN Future website
(www.snfuture.com/projects/oneida-energy-storage/).
OES project details were released to the public on January 12, 2021 with a public commentary
period of January 25 - February 25. Throughout the commentary period 10 live webinars were
hosted, radio interviews were aired, ads were placed in local papers, posters were distributed
around the community, two mail outs were completed and targeted email campaigns took place.
“If you support the project we want to hear why, if you oppose the project we also want
to hear why,” said Matt Jamieson, President/CEO of SNGRDC. “Comments received during
investment review are extremely important in shaping how the project rolls out, if at all. We do
our best to bring the project details to the people for comment. We are hopeful this extension
will allow additional time for our community to provide feedback.”
-more-

The OES project is a 250 Megawatt / 1000 Megawatt-hour battery storage facility that
will provide important grid balancing services which includes the storage of renewable energy
during off-peak periods and releasing when energy demand is at its peak. OES also has significant
environmental benefits with a projected reduction of 4.1 million tonnes of greenhouse gases
over the life of the project. The project can be constructed at no cost to Ontario ratepayers, it
will create employment and training opportunities for Six Nations members, and will generate a
long-term community revenue stream of $20M+ over the life of the project.
-30About Oneida Energy Storage (OES) Project
Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation (SNGRDC) and principal partner NRStor are
50:50 owners of the Oneida Energy Storage LP. Together the partners will take on development,
construction and operation of the proposed Oneida Energy Storage (OES) Project.
For More Information: www.snfuture.ca/oneidaenergystorage
About NRStor Incorporated
NRStor is an industry-leading energy storage project developer, providing innovative energy storage
technologies and solutions. NRStor is focused on developing, owning and operating industry-leading
energy storage projects in partnership with Indigenous communities, progressive stakeholders and
leading technology providers.
For More Information: www.nrstor.com
About Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation (SNGRDC)
The Six Nations is a leading Indigenous development corporation delivering economic impact within
Ontario, having participated in the construction of over $2.4 Billion of infrastructure assets; including 892
MW of energy assets. Six Nations is the most populated First Nation in Canada with over 28,000 Band
Members.
For More Information: www.sndevcorp.ca
Contact Information
Alysha Filer, Communications Coordinator
Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation
publicrelations@sndevcorp.ca
519-732-9582
www.sndevcorp.ca

Oneida Energy Storage- Frequently Asked Questions
Published February 3, 2021 Page 1 of 3

Where did the development corporation get the money to invest in the Oneida Energy Project?
Based on our current financial modelling, we expect the investment to be less than this projection. It is Oneida Energy Storage
LP’s intention to seek additional equity investment in the project if a purchase agreement with the grid operator is secured.
This will lower SNGRDC’s ownership percentage and subsequently its investment contribution.
SNGRDC does not have $20M on hand, however we can potentially source these funds from one or more sources:
•
•
•
•

Sweat equity – converting our development effort into an equivalent equity ownership position
Financing – secure 3rd party equity financing from one or more Canadian banks
Equity bridge – negotiate an equity loan with other equity investors to borrow funds to fund our investment
Cash contribution – SNGRDC to contribute a small portion of cash equity based upon available capital for investment
purposes

Why is this a business the corporation (SNGRDC) will run as well as invest in?
•

The OES Project has been jointly proposed by NRStor and SNGRDC to the electricity system grid operator. As a
principle partner, SNGRDC will have greater influence on decision making from conception to construction and into
operation. This will allow us to select construction partners, such as A6N, to ensure project funds and jobs remain in
the community, resulting in a greater economic impact to Six Nations outside of solely investment profits (via
economic spin off, job creation)

Will it just be a building full of batteries?
The batteries are encased in individual container like structures and are assembled outside on concretes slabs.

What kind of employment opportunities will be available to the community?
•
•
•

•

900,000 hours (500 FTE) during construction and operation - as many positions as possible will be directed to A6N - Six
Nations' utility contractor.
As a 50:50 partner we are able to prioritize local employment, NRStor Inc. is 100% supportive
Certain specialized work may not be directed to A6N as some construction elements are highly technical and will
completed by trades from outside of our community. OES will look to generate training opportunities for our
community members wherever possible.
Up to 15 full time jobs for the life of the project (20+ years). SNGRDC and NRstor Inc. are working to develop training
initiatives to ensure these maintenance positions are fill with a majority of Six Nations members

www.snfuture.com/projects/oneida-energy-storage/
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Have you secured the contract with the provincial government to store the batteries?
•

At this time, a contract has not been secured from the provincial government or from the system grid operator. We
have however gained provincial and federal interest and feel now is the time to present the project to the Six Nations
people for comment.

What happens if you don't secure the contract and end up with a facility doing nothing?
•

The contract terms have yet to be formally negotiated; a contract is required to secure financing to construct the
facility.

Why is it important to get community consultation for a project like this? What do you hope to get out of consultation
when you've already committed to investment?
•
•
•
•

•

We have not yet made a commitment to invest.
As a development partner we are advancing the project in the hopes of securing a contract to build the project.
An investment will not take place until after we go through the exercise of sharing the investment merits and project
particulars with the community to gather comments.
SNGRDC presents these types of projects to the community as an exercise in transparency and accountability.
Comments received by community members during the commentary period are compiled and forwarded to the
SNGRDC Group for further consideration. If the comments are within the scope of the project, adjustments are made
wherever possible.
o For Example, this project includes a training portion for Six Nations Community members, this is, in part, a
result of past comments received from community members about ensuring jobs could be filled by community
members.
o Example 2: We know the community has brought forth concerns about large scale developments being made
within the Haldimand Tract. When first conceived, a potential location was identified for OES within the
Oneida Business Park - however a new site location has since been identified in Jarvis, Ontario. This location is
outside of the Haldimand Tract and Plank Rd. claim but is still close enough to our community that we can
ensure that construction and maintenance positions could still be awarded to our community members and
drive economic impact to Six Nations.
Like all investments pursued by SNGRDC, comprehensive due diligence is performed by staff and third party advisors,
these assessments, including our final report from this investment review, will be reviewed by our Board of Directors
(BOD) and Advisory Committee (AC) to ensure the project has significant merits.

Are there any other partners not mentioned?
•
•

•

At this point there are only 2 partners.
Should the project move forward, it is the intent of OES to secure additional equity investment from other potential
partners. SNGRDC and NRStor will vet and select who those partners will be. This process will only occur if OES is
successful in securing a contract for services from the provincial grid operator.
As we make progress, and conclude negotiations, OES will make announcements around other key project participants
– namely, the Engineering and Procurement Contractor (EPC) and the battery vendor

When is this project supposed to start? When will construction starts/when do you project, you'll be up and running?
• The project will be shovel ready and construction can begin as early as Summer 2021. It will take 24 months to complete
before commercial operation.

www.snfuture.com/projects/oneida-energy-storage/
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Why would you invest up to 20% only to get back $20 million over twenty years?
“Oneida Energy Storage is a new innovative solution that the world needs, and specifically Ontario needs- it will enhance green
energy capabilities, reduce greenhouse gases by 4.1 million tonnes (or 40,000 cars), and create local employment all while
putting Six Nations on the map as a community who cares about the environment and is doing something significant to action
climate change.” Matt Jamieson, CEO/President of SNGRDC
•

•
•

The $1M annual revenue projection is a very conservative estimate of what we believe we can generate. In addition,
this revenue is over and above the recovery of our initial investment. With recycling and maintenance efforts, this
project has a potential lifespan well beyond 20 years.
At this early stage, we have chosen not to model beyond 20 years to be conservative as well as show the project’s
merits within a customary/standard project period.
Since a portion of Six Nations’ equity will be sweat equity, the return on investment is attractive and will be supported
by contracted services. The OES Project also aligns with SNGRDC investment values of Peace, Future Generations and
Respect for the Natural World. From an investment standpoint the proposed project has a number of value streams,
as OES is seeking:
1) an initial contract from the grid operator to provide revenue certainty for the first 10 years lowering the
projects investment risk and attracting financing
2) merchant services for the following 10 years and beyond, which will enable the project to ‘bid’ on energy
services in the future.
3) to generate revenue from energy arbitrage – that is buying energy at a low price and selling it back at a higher
price.

What are the project considerations regarding fault lines and potential natural disasters that may affect this
project? What would happen if one of the modules seriously come off line and those chemicals from that huge
battery exploded? Do you have a contingency plan?
The simplified answer is, “The project must be built to withstand flooding, earthquakes, wind events, and fire, as this is a
requirement to get a building permit under the Ontario Building Code.”
Natural disaster scenarios are dealt with in Ontario by the Ontario Building Code, which the project must be designed in
accordance with, and verified by the Chief Building Official (CBO) at the municipal level (Haldimand). Specifically, the climatic
and seismic parameters for designing projects are contained in SB-1 (Supplementary Standard) of the Code. There are specific
design parameters for each location in Ontario, and this project falls within the area identified as “Nanticoke (Jarvis)” in Table
1.2, which has detailed max/min temperatures, max storm/wind loading, max rainfall/flooding, and earthquake max ground
acceleration values. All of these parameters are based on statistical data of each phenomenon experienced in Canada and
adjacent regions.
The registered engineer for the project must design the project to withstand all of the extreme parameters laid out in SB-1,
and the CBO needs to verify and approve prior to issuing the building permit.
Further, the lithium batteries that we are planning to use do not contain liquid, so even in a situation where a battery was to
topple over or be forced off of its footing the batteries would not ‘leak’ as they are the dry type lithium.

OES Project Team thanks everyone for their questions/comments. We continue to encourage Six Nations Community Members
to participate in this commentary period by emailing info@snfuture.ca or scanning the
QR to submit a comment online.
www.snfuture.com/projects/oneida-energy-storage/

Oneida Energy Storage
Oneida Energy Storage Project (OES Project)
• 250 MW/1000 MWh battery storage facility
• Jarvis, Ontario (Haldimand County)

Ability to provide important grid balancing
services to the Ontario Electricity Grid
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Oneida Energy Storage
Tabitha Curley, Fluid Consulting
-

Founded in June 2020
10 + years of Communication Experience
7+ years working with Indigenous organization
Former SNGRDC Employee
Six Nations Community Member
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Video Summary

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aKAPOezlPJg
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For More Information
Oneida Energy Storage
Project (OES Project)
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Development Partner
SNGRDC is a community-development corporation
creating economic benefits for the Six Nations
Community. Profits generated by SNGRDC are invested
into, or on behalf of, the Six Nations Community for the
collective benefit of all members.
 Over $100M in Direct Economic Impact
created since 2015
 Over $12M to Economic Development Trust
transfers

https://https://sndevcorp.ca/reports/
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Development Partners
NRStor is an industry-leading energy storage project developer, providing
innovative energy storage technologies and solutions. NRStor is focused on
developing, owning and operating industry-leading energy storage projects
in partnership with Indigenous communities , progressive stakeholders and
leading technology providers.
 Founded in 2012, privately held company
 Leader in North American energy storage– with several projects under
contract with Independent Electricity Systems Operator (IESO)
http://nrstor.com/
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Project Team
Jason Rioux, Oneida Energy Storage LP, President
Annette Verschuren, NRStor Inc., Founder
Matt Jamieson, SNGRDC, President/CEO
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OES Project Background
 MOU & Confidentiality Agreement signed between SNGRDC & NRStor
Inc.- Nov 2017
 SNGREC Resolution ISC#03-06/19/2020, “SNGR 58th Elected Council
supports SNGRDC’s Oneida Battery Project”- June 2019
 SNGRDC enter Limited Partnership Agreement with NRStor Inc. for
Oneida Energy Storage LP- Nov 2019
 Assessment & Permitting- 2020
 Contracting & Construction- 2021
8

An Innovative Solution
OES Project has the potential
to provide an on-demand,
non-wired, controllable
solution for grid balancing
services in Ontario to the
IESO
*10-Year Power Purchase Agreement will still need to be secured from the IESO

9

How Energy Works in Ontario
• In Ontario, the electricity grid is regulated and
controlled by the Independent Electricity Systems
Operator (IESO).
• The IESO secures electricity products and services
on behalf of all grid-connected residential and
business customers, manages energy supply mix,
imports from other markets, as well as manages
demand response and energy efficiency.
Page 5
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Battery Storage: An Innovation Solution
Unlike many existing generation assets and
transmission lines, the power from the OES
Project would be completely controllable
according to what the electricity system
and its customers need at any given time.
• The OES Project can serve as a “pilot” for
the IESO for future grid stability services
• Represents one of the first projects
developed with an Indigenous partner
from the onset
11
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Land Use and Location
 Located next to the Jarvis
Transformer Station and Nanticoke
Transmission Corridor
 Land is held by Infrastructure
Ontario land holding


20 year land lease deal with options

 Archeology (Stage I & II) and
Environmental assessment (Class
EA) underway
12

Sustainability & Recycling
 OES Project will have a maintenance and recycling
agreement for 20 years (with 7 – 10 year horizon
before recycling window commences)
 Recycling plan/decommissioning plan in
development for OES project beyond 20 years
 Lithium batteries (LB) is now a huge industry capable
of recycling all batteries- 100% recyclable
 LB industry is currently working towards eliminating
any further needs for invasive mining for precious
metals
13

OES Project Status & Next Steps
Six Nations Community Commentary Period | January 25- February 25
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Technology & Development Path
 OES Project Team has shortlisted
technology & construction vendors
 A6N is to undertake all subcontracting
efforts where possible
 20-year site maintenance opportunity
for A6N
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Cost & Benefit to Six Nations
Minimum of $1M annually for Six Nations
SNGRDC will secure an equity contribution of up to 20%

Sub-contracting and maintenance for A6N
Employment up to 500 FTE position (900,000 hours)
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Questions
 If you do not wish to be recorded, please raise your
hand and we pause the recording before calling on you
 Unmute yourself and ask representative directly
 Type your question in the chat

 Submit your question/comment on the
www.snfuture.ca site

17

Oneida Energy Storage Project
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For More Information
www.snfuture.com/projects/oneida-energy-storage/
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Summary of Individual Webinars Sessions
All OES Project Team members were present at all sessions. A PowerPoint presentation and summary
video was presented by the moderator followed by a question and answer period. Since webinars were
advertised online, both community and non-community members registered for the sessions. Attendees
were not asked to identify themselves as community members, however many non-community members
indicated the company or organization they represented, prior to asking their questions. Many questions
from non-community members were from competitors seeking proprietary information or sourcing
future work for their company.
General Comments on Webinars
Generally, comments received at the webinars were focused on environmental protections, employment
opportunities, and the technical operation of the battery storage facility. Webinars were attended by
both community members and non-community members.
A total of 74 participants attended the 10 webinars. Each webinar has been individually summarized and
an audio file has been compiled of the Q&A periods.
The recordings of the Q&A portion are available https://youtu.be/lxol2ESrtcQ
Note: When reviewing community feedback and comments, the following factors are relevant:
-

Are comments within the scope of the project
Are comments self-serving or motivated by personal gain
Are comments supported by evidence (is rationale provided as to why they support or do not
support the project)
Are comments contradictory in nature
Are comments hearsay or factual

Wednesday, January 27, 2021 11:00 am- 12:00 pm
Attendance: 6 participants
General Attitude and Summary of Comments
The first session had a rather low turnout with primarily non-community members utilizing this
opportunity. Questions and comments received by attendees were generally supportive in nature and
sought additional information on technical components of the battery storage facility. No concerns were
brought forward during this session.
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 12:30 pm- 1:30 pm
Attendance: 2 participants
General Attitude and Summary of Comments
1
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The second session had a lower attendance rate than the previous session. Questions and comments
received by attendees were inquisitive in nature specifically around contracting opportunities from noncommunity construction vendors. No concerns were brought forward during this session.
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 5:00 pm- 6:00 pm
Attendance: 6 participants
General Attitude and Summary of Comments
The third session was attended by primarily community members. A concern was brought forward
regarding the potential for natural disasters, specifically fault lines, that may affect the site location and
what would be done to prevent any environmental damage. Project representatives indicated that the
site must adhere to the heavily regulated building regulation codes and would need to be built to
withstand any acts of nature. It was also indicated that the batteries would be dry cell batteries (versus
acid based batteries), which would not result in leakage in the event the batteries are damaged.
A community member indicated their excitement for the project and their love of science. They indicated
that we need to move away from fossil fuels and this seems like an innovate way to do this. A discussion
around using the project as a learning opportunity to engage their students about energy also arose. The
moderator indicated that the Energy in School program that SNGRDC ran previously would leverage their
involvement in clean energy as a teaching tool for Six Nations students along with the potential for this
project to be used as an educational tool.
Additional questions were focused on employment opportunities that could be available to the
community and what type of skills community members would need to prepare their students to
potentially take on these roles in the future. It would be beneficial for the OES project team to share the
full time positions that would be available publicly with Six Nations education and employment
organizations to prepare students for the internship opportunities that will become available.
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 6:30 pm- 7:30 pm
Attendance: 4
General Attitude and Summary of Comments
The fourth session was very positive. All attendees were engaged and either asked questions out loud or
in the chat.
A question from an indigenous non-community member, asked if this project is seeking additional
indigenous communities to participate. It was indicated that as this is a pilot project, it may be possible to
roll out this style of project to neighbouring indigenous communities in Ontario in the future.
Questions were brought forward asking how this project will work towards retiring gas plants in the
future. Project representatives indicated that this project can be used to adjust the gaps between supply
and demand by using the assets that the province already has more efficiently.
A community member from STEAM academy asked what skills their students should obtain to be able to
fill these positions in the future. It is recommended that as the internship opportunity program is
2
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developed, engagement sessions with educational and employment organizations are held to maximize
the employment and educational benefits to Six Nations.
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 11:00 am- 12:00 pm
Attendance: 7
General Attitude and Summary of Comments
The comments in this session from participants was very supportive. A community member indicated that
they reviewed all the materials provided and that she is happy that the project is aligned with many of
our community’s principles and that the project has very futuristic planning. She did bring forward a
concern that she often sees Council delay or stall projects and she did not want to see the project held
up. It was asked if Elected Council always has the final say on if we move forward with a project. Project
representatives indicated that council is involved in commenting on the project, however the decisions
made about pursuing the investment is a business decision that the Six Nations of the Grand River
Development Corporations Governance would ultimately make.
Another community member indicated that they love the project, however had additional questions
about financial risk and if SNGRDC was worried about their ability bringing on additional equity partners.
Project representatives indicated that they have a number of large partners who have already expressed
interested in investing in the project if a contract is secured with the system operator, and indicated the
project will bring attractive returns for both investors and Six Nations.
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 12:30 pm- 1:30 pm
Attendance: 10
General Attitude and Summary of Comments
The majority of session participants did not ask question or comment about the project. However, no
objections for the project were received. The majority of questions were asked by one participant who
sought information on employment opportunities that are available in the short and long term. Project
representatives explained the employment opportunities and their ongoing engagement with Six Nations
educational and employment organizations to maximize employment for Six Nations members. Another
question sought clarity on how the project would make money, project representatives reviewed the
ancillary services the project would provide. Additional questions were focused on the safety and lifespan
of lithium batteries asking about contingency plans in the event the batteries were to fail. Project
representatives indicated that this is the technology of choice, batteries would be covered under
manufacturer warranties and that project would be well engineered to ensure modularity to isolate
issues to only one battery pack. A further question was asked as to whether project representatives felt
battery storage was the future and if it would allow Ontario to move towards more renewable energy.
Project representatives agreed and indicated that this project could be used as a pilot to introduce more
battery storage facilities in the future.
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 1:00 pm- 2:00 pm
Attendance: 8
3

Six Nations Community Investment Review of Oneida Energy Storage LP
Appendix C- Summary of Individual Webinar Sessions

General Attitude and Summary of Comments
The eighth session featured a robust conversation with many engaged participants. The overall attitude
expressed genuine interest by community members in the project’s environmental considerations, health
& safety planning, and community benefits.
Multiple questions were raised by concerned community members regarding environmental impacts.
Project representatives explained the project would have no air emission, would not utilize water from
the lake for cooling systems, would be constructed using dry-type battery that has no risk of leakage, and
would include a recycling and decommission plan. Additional concern for the health and safety of people
living around the battery facility arose. Project representatives explained that the project would be
located in a secured industrial area and overviewed the health and safety planning along with the
environmental studies that would need to be completed in order to move the project forward. A
community member further commented that the project seems more sustainable than building new gas
plants and is glad it has a recycling plan but express concern about mining precious materials in unethical
and exploitative ways to produce the initial batteries.
A question/concern arose asking if the Confederacy was involved or just Elected Council. Project
representatives explained the correspondence with the Confederacy to date and stated their hope for
collaboration between the two councils. They indicated that support for this project could demonstrate
to the world that Six Nations cares about the environment enough to make an investment.
Multiple questions were raised by an engaged community member about the project’s logistics including
the size of the project site, lifespan and ownership of the batteries, recycling plans, how the project
would generate profits for Six Nations and create cost savings for ratepayers. Project representatives
explained how the only customer for this project is the grid operator and how the project could aid is
managing grid stability and reducing energy waste. Representatives explained how energy cost can be
saved in the overall system and explained how this project could act as a proof of concept/catalyst for
building more efficiency into the grid to create a greener future. Representatives also explained how
waste is created in the power grid and how the battery facility can reduce waste through its ability to
store surplus energy we already have, until we need it. Additional questions were addressed regarding
employment opportunities, project cost, timelines, and project logistics.
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 2:30 pm- 3:30 pm
Attendance: 9
General Attitude and Summary of Comments
A fair amount of questions were addressed by project representatives in this session. The overall attitude
of the comments were positive and focused on maximizing opportunity for Six Nations. Questions arose
about contracting opportunities for other Six Nations businesses other than A6N, internship opportunities
for Six Nations members and if there was a set amount of jobs set aside for community members.
Financial questions were also raised regarding the overall cost of the project and what Six Nations equity
would translate into dollars. Question from community members that were technical in nature included a
4
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question about the construction layout for the project, the potential battery leaking, where the energy is
coming from that we would be storing, what lines this energy would travel through and the lifespan of
those lines, and if the project would augment power going into the states. Project representatives
addressed each question individually.
The project team explained how A6N is positioned to take some sub-contracting roles during construction
and build capacity for our community to continue to get training on how to construct and operate this
newer technology. Participants were informed that representatives are engaging with GREAT and
Polytech to look at how to engage the community members early and often to get community members
to build and operate these projects. Representatives also reiterated they are not in a positon to disclose
the total project cost as they have not secured a contract yet or finalized debt financing. SNGRDC
explained their appetite for risk and their plan attract additional investors to dilute Six Nations’ risk and
overall equity contribution.
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 7:00 pm- 8:00 pm
Attendance: 13
General Attitude and Summary of Comments
Project questions were submitted both verbal and privately in the chat. The attitude was generally
positive although there was concern expressed that more people were not out to the engagements.
Representatives explained it was not without effort and laid out the communication activities to date. The
same community member stated this was a good project and that we need to get to the people to
consult and should be chatting with Sarnia and Oneida Nation about future projects. He called the project
progress however, stated we need to get to more people and get others involved.
Additional questions from community members were focused on environmental considerations, health &
safety planning, and NRStor’s previous experience in battery storage. Representatives explained how the
technology is the same as smaller behind the meter battery and grid facing solutions deployed by NRStor,
and how this project could be used as a pilot to be expanded upon in the future.
Financial question included what the perks are for being first to market with this pilot project, what the
overall cost of the project would be, why annual revenues for Six Nations were only $1 Million a year and
what type of rate they would seek from the IESO. Representatives answered their respective questions
and explained that they conducted third party studies to determine the cost saving this project will create
and that they would be seeking the best deal for Six Nations through negotiation with the grid operator.
Representatives also explained that the “not less than” estimated of Community revenue is to temper
expectation, as it is currently unknown what Six Nations’ equity contribution will translate into in
ownership percentage until after a contract is secured and additional financial partners are secured. The
$1 Million a year is a conservative projection of potential community revenue, however actual revenues
may be higher depending on contract negotiations, debt financing and equity partnerships. The ripple
effects of the project for direct economic impacts to Six Nations were also reviewed in the formal
presentation of the project prior to the Q&A period.
Additional technical questions were addressed about the type of energy that is expected to be stored,
round trip efficiency of storage, carbon offsets, the type of ancillary services the project would provide to
the grid, and whether or not the project would aid in preventing power outages on Six Nations.
5
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Wednesday, February 24, 2021 8:30 pm- 9:30 pm
Attendance: 10
General Attitude and Summary of Comments
There were no questions at the beginning of the Q&A period, so the moderator reviewed some previously
submitted questions which began to spark additional questions regarding environmental impacts, health
and safety concerns, technical questions about operating the battery storage facility, rules about energy
storage in Ontario, and whether or not construction has begun. Project representatives explained the
environmental benefits, health and safety planning, and explained how the project would operate.
Project representatives explained what needs to happen before construction could begin such as securing
a contract with the grid operator, securing financing and completing due diligence reports such as
environmental studies etc.
A concern was brought forth by a community member asking if these Zoom meetings were considered
consultation and stated that consultation and consent are two different things and this has to do with
your relationship with your community. Another concern/question was brought forth asking why the
project was not shared with the community when the MOU was first signed with NRStor. Representatives
explained that there wouldn’t be anything to concrete to present because there would be to many
moving pieces and they would be speaking in hypotheticals. Representatives expressed they felt that
presenting the project to the community now was at an opportune point in the project where there was a
clear plan forward but still opportunity for the community to provide meaningful feedback (prior to
securing a contract and seeking equity investment).
Prior to closing, another community member commented in the chat that they think this is an exciting
project and thanked the representatives for all their due diligence.
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Written Comments Received via SN Futures Platform or Email
All written comments received within the commentary period are included in the appendices. Names of
individual comments have been redacted. Comments submitted on organizational letterhead are
included in their entirety.
A total of 6 comments were submitted via SN Future Website (4 from community members, 2 from noncommunity members)
A total of 11 emails were received by info@snfuture.ca
An additional 2 emails were received by OES Project representatives.
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Written Comments Received via SN Futures Platform or Email
All written comments received within the commentary period are included in the appendices. Names of
individual comments have been redacted. Comments submitted on organizational letterhead are
included in their entirety.
A total of 6 comments were submitted via SN Future Website (4 from community members, 2 from noncommunity members)
A total of 11 emails were received by info@snfuture.ca
An additional 2 emails were received by OES Project representatives.
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Correspondence with HCCC, MCFN, and SNGREC
Correspondence with SNGREC
E.1.1

Date
January 12,
2021

To
Six Nations of the
Grand River Elected
Council (SNGREC)

From
Six Nations of the
Grand River
Development
Corporation
(SNGRDC)

Regarding
Notice of Community Investment Review of Oneida
Energy Storage

To
Haudenosaunee
Confederacy Chiefs
Council (HCCC)
SNGRDC

From
SNGRDC

Regarding
Notice of Community Investment Review of Oneida
Energy Storage

HCCC

Acknowledged receipt of OES package

HCCC

SNGRDC

Proposed Oneida Energy Storage Project

SNGRDC &
Haudenosaunee
Development
Institute (HDI)
HDI

HCCC

Via a duly convened meeting , the Chiefs have directed
SNGRDC to contact HDI to deal with the matters raised

SNGRDC

Oneida Energy Storage Project

HDI

OES LP

Oneida Energy Storage Project

HCCC

SNGRDC

Oneida Energy Storage Project

To
Mississauga of the
Credit First Nation
(MCFN)
SNGRDC

From
SNGRDC

Regarding
Notice of Community Investment Review of Oneida
Energy Storage

MCFN

Confirming receipt of Oneida Energy Storage Package

MCFN

Oneida Energy
Storage LP (OES LP)
SNGRDC

Follow-up Oneida Battery Storage Project

Mississauga of the
Credit Business
Corporation
MCFN

Energy Project

Correspondence with HCCC
E.2.1
E.2.2
E.2.3
E.2.4

E.2.5
E.2.6
E.2.7

Date
January 12,
2021
January 12,
2021
February 5,
2021
February 16,
2021
February 22,
2021
March 9,
2021
March 23,
2021

Correspondence with MCFN
E.3.1
E.3.2
E.3.3
E.3.4

Date
January 12,
2021
January 18,
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February 5, 2021
Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council (HCCC)
c/o: Jock Leroy Hill, HCCC Secretary
RE: Proposed Oneida Energy Storage Project
I am writing today with a good mind seeking important feedback on a project which we
believe will provide value to our community and enable Six Nations to play an active
role in avoiding further disruption to our Mother Earth.
As shared in our January 12, 2021 letter, Six Nations of the Grand River Development
Corporation (SNGRDC) launched a community commentary period on January 25th to
share the merits of the proposed Oneida Energy Storage project. These community
focused sessions will continue until February 25 th .
I am writing to Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council to invite the HCCC and its
members to a virtual presentation on the Oneida Energy Storage (OES) project.
We would be pleased to organize a special virtual presentation at your convenience.
I am also writing to seek clarification, as our project partner NRStor Inc. received a letter
(attached) from Wilfred Davey asserting the project is to cease and desist until such
time as we consult with "Haudenosaunee Iroquois Confederacy Indians of Turtle
Island." We are seeking confirmation that Mr. Davey is writing on behalf of HCCC and to
confirm that he is authorized to act in the capacity referenced - as Secretary for the
Hodiskeagehda. In parallel to this letter, we have responded to Mr. Davey asking him to
confirm under which authority he is acting.
It would be greatly appreciated if you could provide clarification on the above noted
matters. Once again, should HCCC wish to receive a special presentation we would be
pleased to provide this. We look forward to your response, as we believe the proposed
Oneida Energy Storage project aligns with our collective values.
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FW: Oneida Battery Storage Project
Matt Jamieson <mjamieson@sndevcorp.ca>
T ue 2021-03-23 2:53 PM
To: Tab Curley <tabitha.curley@hotmail.com>
® 1 attachments (105 KB)
Letter to HCCC Draft March 22.pdf;

From: Matt Jamieson
Sent: March 23, 2021 2:51 PM
To: Arlene Hill <ohahokta@hotmail.com>
Subject: Oneida Battery Storage Project
Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council (c/o Jock Hill),
Please find attached a follow up letter circling back regarding the correspondence/direction we received from the
HCCC on February 16, 2021.
We remain available should you wish to speak to us directly.
Many thanks

Matt Jamieson,

MBA

President & Chief Executive Officer
Six Nations of the Grand River Development Corporation
� wa;"OHS-OFTHE GRAH°i5ao,"

OtUHOPHUfl CORPOHATIOH

2498 Chiefswood Rd. P.O. Box 569
Ohsweken, ON NOA 1MO
E/A: Christine VanEvery
P: (519) 753-1950

www.sndevcorP..ca

Visit us on ffl@D

Confidentiality Notice: This email, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain
private, confidential and privileged information. If the recipient of this &mail is not the addressee, such recipient is strictly
prohibited from reading, photocopying, distributing or otherwise using this e-mail or its content in any way.

From: Arlene Hill <ohahokta@hotmail.com>
Sent: January 12, 2021 3:06 PM
To: Matt Jamieson <mjamieson@sndevcorR..,C.a,>
Subject: Re: Oneida Battery Storage Project

Thanks for the info. I shall pass it along and get back to you.
Jock

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/inbox/id/AQMkADAwATY3ZmYAZS1kYjdkLWRmMmMtMDACLTAwCgBGAAADTQgsqdylr0iJRHKJsV1VfQcAWVuwCsx...
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